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Rectors Letter 
 
I always am fascinated by the argument when does Spring begin. I believe that it is 
February. The weather (so far) has not exactly been great, it seems to be the topic 
on everybody’s lips.  Hopefully we will see a marked improvement once we head 
towards March and then of course Easter. 

It is very encouraging to see so many attending Youth Club, Sunday Club and also, 
we began Creche last Sunday which runs the same Sundays as Sunday Club. 
Please note the change in venue for Sunday Club which now meets in the Old 
Schools whereas the Creche are in The Stables. Many thanks to the new Creche 
leaders and Whitechurch Montessori who let us use their toys! Also, of course as 
always, to the Sunday Club and Youth Club leaders. 
  
Lots of things to look forward to, so please mark the date for the Spring Fete of 
Saturday 25th April. I am sure that you will hear more about that in the coming 
months. 
 
Before that though we have Palm Sunday, Lent, and Easter.  We hope to have our 
annual visit from Norah and her donkey Dolly on Palm Sunday, which is always a 
favourite of our younger parishioners! We look forward to welcoming The Rev’d Dr 
Patrick McGlinchey from the Church of Ireland Theological Institute as our Holy 
Week preacher. 
  
Then, as always, we plan to walk to the summit of Montpelier Hill on Easter morning 
for our sunrise service. Hopefully the weather will be kind! Again, you will hear 
further details closer to the time. 
  
So, in the meantime, I hope that Spring is kind to you and that you are well and safe. 
  
David 
 
Reverend David Bowles 
Rector Whitechurch Parish 
089 2364969 
 
 �
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Whitechurch National School 

(School website: www.whitechurchns.biz) 

We were very proud of our pupils who managed to collect an 
amazing number of shoeboxes for the Team Hope Christmas 
Appeal in December - a new school record of 254! This is a 
bigger number than our total pupils and staff combined so a 
huge well done to all the children! In case you aren’t familiar with 
the project, the boxes are filled with small presents and practical 
items by the children and wrapped in Christmas paper to go off to children in other 
countries who may not get any other presents. It is a lovely activity for our children to 
be involved with and helps to teach them the importance of giving and sharing. 6th 
Class also had the chance to visit the Team Hope warehouse in Cherrywood this year 
thanks to Sylvia Fry. They got to see how the operation works and to assist with 
packing the school’s boxes to get them ready for sending abroad.  
 
The PTA have been very busy and organised a successful bag packing day in 
SuperValu Ballinteer raising €1,025 towards school resources. They also organised 
the sale of pupil designed Christmas cards and helped with the recent pupil Mini Fair! 
This event saw the pupils in the older classes set up some small stalls in classrooms 
and games in the hall with assistance from parent volunteers. As well as being a PTA 
fundraiser, the Mini Fair is a much-anticipated event for all pupils and is a warm up for 
the Whitechurch Fete later in the year!  
 
Pupils in all classes enjoyed a block of Gymnastics coaching in school last term and 
are now starting dance lessons weekly. 6th Class have been busy with trips to the 
Wesley Musical, the Christmas Tree Farm in Killakee and are looking forward to 
visiting Leinster House soon (kindly facilitated by Minister Neale Richmond).  
 
The choir is going from strength to strength under the excellent guidance of Jenni 
Harrison with assistance from Eve Prendergast. They have performed in church a 
number of times and enjoyed their carol singing visit to the HSE Day Centre in the Old 
Schools before Christmas where they entertained the elderly people who avail of the 
service. They are now looking ahead to competing in the Wesley Interschools Music 
Festival and will be hard at work practising over the coming weeks! 
 
The school is now part of the hot meals scheme which was extended to all primary 
schools. This sees each pupil who wishes to avail, receiving a hot meal at lunchtime. 
The scheme is very popular with most pupils a part of the scheme. We are hoping that 
with all of the extra funding for this scheme, that general school funding from 
Government will be increased as well.  
Wellbeing Week took place recently and saw a parent workshop on ‘Managing your 
Stress Bucket’ as well as a yoga workshop for staff led by Judy Brown, and lots of fun 
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activities for pupils. We look forward to Wellbeing Week each year at the end of 
January and it certainly cheers everyone up at an otherwise cold and dark time of year!  
 
5th and 6th Class will be learning French this term as part of the PPLI Say Yes to 
Language programme. This is the last year of the programme which has seen WNS 
avail of language lessons in Polish, Italian, ISL and Spanish. From next year, schools 
will teach a modern foreign language as part of the new primary curriculum in 3rd-6th 
Class.  
 
Sarah Richards,  
Principal 
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Whitechurch Ladybirds 
 
After a two-and-a-half-year hiatus, Whitechurch Ladybirds 
is back in action! 
 
We have a great group of new ladybirds who began with a 
bang in September and were all enrolled in January, 
making their Ladybird promise.  
 
We meet on Friday evenings with activities covering 
STEM, environmental awareness, healthy minds, and 
cultural diversity, but most importantly play games, be arty, 
and have fun. 
 
In addition, we have had a PJ party, a Hallowe’en party, 
gone to the panto with the Brownies and had a teddy bears 
picnic complete with teddy bear first aid. 
The girls will be taking part in their first Thinking Day at the end of February and 
looking forward to collecting more badges for their sashes. 
 
We’ll be happy to take any new ladybirds on from September, it’s open to girls in JI-
1st class. 
 
Ladybirds Care and Share! 
 
Zoe Phelan and Susan Freeney 
 

�

�

 

 



� � �����������	
�����	
���������	��������	����
�

������������������������� 	 �
�

Whitechurch Scouts 

�
Our scouts headed to Alton Towers with the scouts from Crumlin and Merchants 
Quay.They camped at Kibblestone Scout Camp and everyone had a great time.  
 
The cubs have been spending a lot of time roasting marshmallows in our campsite. 
They hiked from Ticknock Woods and back to the hall for a sleepover, ate pizza, 
roasted more marshmallows and watched The Iron Giant. 
 

                      

                          
 
 

�
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Whitechurch Youth Club 

Junior Youth Club is going really well, with a fantastic turnout each week and 
lots of new faces joining in. We are also delighted to welcome three new leaders 
- Ben, Katie, and Sammie - who are working alongside Chris and me and bringing 
great enthusiasm to Junior Youth Club. 
 
The children love spending time together playing games, chatting, enjoying hot 
chocolate, and relaxing in the hall in a safe and welcoming space. Our tuck shop 
continues to be a great success, with different children taking responsibility 
for running it each week, which has been brilliant to see. We are busy planning 
ahead and really looking forward to our upcoming meetings and activities. 
 

Zoe Mulligan 
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Whitechurch Guides �

Guides are busy starting our new term discovering about World Thinking Day (22 
February, and now 100 years old), about our 11 million sisters in 153 countries and 
our 5 World Centres (Home - WAGGGS World Centres).  
 
The 2026 worldwide theme is Friendship, so we'll soon have completed our Healthy 
Friendships badge. We're also extra excited this year, because not only is Brownie 
Leader, Lily Conway, going to the Sangam Centre in India, but now one of our 
Guides, Leah, has been selected for an event in Our Chalet in Switzerland. After 
hosting New York girls last summer at International Camp Orbit in Kildare, it's great 
to see Irish Guides travelling to meet others abroad and make lots of new 
international friends.�
 
Ruth Hughes 

 

 
 �



� � �����������	
�����	
���������	��������	����
�

������������������������� 	 �
�

 



� � �����������	
�����	
���������	��������	����
�

������������������������� 	 �
�

�

�

����������������

	

		

	

Mothers’ Union talk with John 
Deane-O’Keeffe Forensic 
Psychologist  

Dedication of of plaque marking 
all full-time clergy who have 
served in Whitechurch since the 
church opened donated by Mr Reg 
Richard 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Service in Whitechurch  

Church decorated for Christmas  
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Rwanda Link   
 
Our projects with the Diocese of Shyogwe in Rwanda have been very successful 
over many years. Our local Health centre opened 2 years ago and has been a huge 
success, to the extent that the local authorities are now considering expanding it at 
their own expense. In addition, our 22 scholarship students continue to be supported 
by parishioners, friends, and contacts at a cost of €120 each per anum. 
 
Time has come however for a pause to our activities because of policy differences 
between branches of our Anglican Communion. Many churches in Africa (and the 
USA) are much more conservative than those like ourselves who follow Lambeth. 
Because of this, we are winding up our involvement for the present, once we have 
disbursed funds remaining in our Rwanda fund. Our scholarship students will be able 
to complete their education and existing projects under discussion will be completed. 
 
We hope that a possible softening of attitudes in Africa may enable a resumption of 
activities in the future�
�
The Link committee 
�

Whitechurch Indoor Bowls Club 

The season is at its halfway point now and we have been very busy with matches 
since November. �
 
This season the league competitions are organised differently to enable clubs that 
have smaller memberships to take part in at least one of the 4 league competitions.�
Whitechurch are lucky to be able to field teams in each of the competitions but that 
has meant we will play a minimum of 38 league matches this season as well as 
taking part in the 2 knockout competitions.�
�
That puts a strain on the available club nights, but our members have worked around 
the competition schedule with goodwill and understanding as testing yourself against 
competition and meeting for a chat is very much part of the bowls enjoyment.�
�
Peter Osman 
Club Captain 
�
 �
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Mothers Union 
 
In November we collected Christmas Bags for 
the children of Darndale Crèche, which were 
very gratefully received. Many thanks to our 
members who are always so generous in 
support of this cause.�
�
Ten of us spent a lovely day together on 13 
November on a train to Kelly’s in Rosslare, 
where we had a delicious lunch followed by a 
walk on the beach, and Audrey even paddled in 
the sea !  The day was filled with lots of stories and laughter.�
�
At our last meeting of 2025 we packed 24 hampers for members of the community 
and Mustard Seed Charity. We are eternally grateful to Whitechurch parishioners 
and Whitechurch National School for their very generous contributions of non-
perishable food etc. to achieve this.�
 
We are also grateful for kind monetary contributions which enabled us to purchase 
four sleeping bags and five pop up tents for the homeless in Dublin City via the 
Mustard Seed Charity.�
�
We had a very vibrant and extremely well attended meeting in January where the 
speaker was John Deane O’Keeffe, Forensic Criminologist & Lay Reader. In a very 
articulate way, he brought us into the world of crime and prison life in graphic detail!�
I don’t think any of us want to spend even one night behind bars having listened to 
John!! Thank you, Rev Michael Heaney, for providing and setting up the projector to 
assist John in his talk. �
�
On Sunday 29 March we are holding our annual Famine Lunch after church in aid of 
MU Charities.�
 
A copy of our Programme is displayed on the notice board in the Old Schools and all 
are welcome to attend our meetings, We provide a basket for donations to defray 
costs.�
 
Gillian, Hazel & Susan 
 

����������������������������  
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Whitechurch Badminton 

Badminton takes place on a Wednesday evening from 8.00pm - 10.00pm in the Old 
Schools Hall. We are a small group of ladies and occasionally one gentleman who 
play social badminton and enjoy the chat as much as the exercise. 
 
We would love to see a few new faces, so if there is anyone over 18, male or female, 
interested in a spot of exercise and good fun please do get in touch with me. 
 
We play from September to May, do not play league matches and as we are of 
mixed ability, any standard of player would be very welcome, even beginners. 
 
Please contact me on 086 3647746. 
 
Sylvia Simpson 

 
Healer Prayer 
 
Our Healer Prayer Union holds a short prayer service on the 2nd Sunday of every 
month, following the regular Sunday morning service (excluding June, July & 
August). All parishioners are welcome to attend. This provides an opportunity to take 
part in intercession for those who have requested our prayers. There are eight 
intercessors each of whom receives a list of those for whom we have been asked to 
pray. The first names of those on the lists are read out in the monthly prayer service 
and the intercessors pray daily for those who are sick or who may be in any special 
need. 
 
A special word of thanks to all the intercessors and to those who attend the monthly 
services to pray for the sick. It is always a short but meaningful service. Should you 
wish to submit the name and brief note of the illness or need of any person known to 
you who is in need of prayer please contact me at any time. 
 
Currently there are more than 50 people on the lists, many of whom are unknown to 
me. So, if you know of anyone who has been prayed for or has been on a prayer list 
for more than TWO years, please let me have an update as soon as possible so that 
I can change the lists accordingly.�
 
Hazel Crawford 
0872448228 
�
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Book Review by The Rev Michael Heaney 
 

The Greatest Story Ever Told - An Eyewitness 
Account by Bear Grylls �
 �
Bear Grylls has just completed his term as Chief Scout and 
now is the Chief ambassador for 55 million scouts 
worldwide. Born in Northern Ireland, grew up in the Isle of 
Wight and he was educated at Eton. 
 
He is married to Shara and they have three boys. He has a 
strong Christian faith and likes to share his narrative as 
widely as possible. This is not to promote himself but to 
share the Good News for which Jesus lived and taught and 
died. More than that, Jesus rose and gifted The Holy Spirit. 
 
Grylls was well educated and went on into the SAS. On a 

training exercise freefalling from a great height, he broke his back. He worked 
through rehab and was one of the youngest climbers to reach the top of Everest the 
following year. He did it again a few years later. His Christian Faith has grown and 
developed over the years and with the backdrop of so much adventure he promoted 
the ‘well known’ Alpha Course. He has written over one hundred books, but this is 
the one that he says, ‘I’d give up everything else to have written this’, The Greatest 
Story Ever Told. It is introduced with the following words: 
This is the true story about a man from Galilee who lived some two thousand years 
ago. It is told through the eyes of the people who knew him best: a mother, a sceptic, 
a fisherman, a friend and a woman from Magdala. Most died for their conviction that 
these events occurred in all their fullness. Many consider what you’re about to read: 
The Greatest Story Ever Told. 
 
Bear Grylls writes the Gospel Narrative in Five Parts. Each part draws from the 
accounts from the ordinary men and women who were ‘eyewitness’ - Mary, Jesus’ 
Mother; Thomas the disciple; Simon Peter the fisherman; John the apostle [and 
writer of the 4th Gospel] and Mary Magdalene. He uses the Biblical Text which he 
says is, ‘At times beautiful and harrowing’. He says he ‘didn’t change a word’. A fact 
that is testified by experts in Biblical Text and Theology. 
 
The narrative begins in AD33 with the conversation of the ‘three’ on The Road to 
Emmaus. When the light was failing as they neared home ‘He [Jesus] told them all 
that the prophets had foretold about the Messiah 
and Saviour. And their hearts felt on fire within themselves’. 
  
It is this fire that burned within Bear Grylls as he wrote this Book. It is this fire that he 
hopes and prays will be kindled as we read this Book. As we the readers, look 
through the eyes of those who knew Jesus day by day. Those who heard him teach. 
Those who saw him heal, silence the storm and feed the hungry. Those who saw 
him arrested and killed. Those who saw him alive that first Easter Morning and then 
some days later experienced the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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In a final comment Bear Grylls asks those who have read the book to ‘Join in praying 
that this book will bring many millions to know for themselves the truth that sets us 
free… 
 
He signs off with this prayer: ‘May the light of the Almighty fill your life with truth, 
peace and strength, nothing can ever steal Christ’s presence from you …. 
 
I have no hesitation in recommending this book to those who know the Gospel 
Narrative so well, as a ‘refresher course’ and to those who are not familiar with the 
Bible Narrative. 
 
Published by Hodder and Stoughton in 2025 - ISBN 978 1 399 82014 1 
 
�

 �
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Sunday Services 
8.30 a.m.      10.30 a.m. 

Wheelchair access at all times 
Mid-Week Service (+Prayer for the sick) - 10.30 a.m. Wednesday 
 
Wedding Fee                                                              €300 
 
Rector: Rev David Bowles  
 Tel: 4934972 and  089 2364 969  
 Email: rector@whitechurchparish.com 
 office@whitechurchparish.com 
   
Rev Michael Heaney.  Mobile 086 2651791 revmheaney@gmail.com 
 
Parish Reader: Con Power 
Diocesan Reader: David Williams 
             
Parish Overseas Link:  Rwandan Projects 
Arthur Milligan Tel: 4932509, Har Allison Tel: 4945931, Linda Milligan, David Hunt, 
Malcolm Hunt 
Churchwardens 2025-26:  Nadya Dunne - Rector’s Warden 
                              Sam Jessup - Peoples’ Warden 
 
Select Vestry 2025-2026:  Steven Anderson, Bruce Burgess, Audrey Champ, 
Geoffrey Conn (Hon Treasurer), Ruth Gaskin (Hon. Secretary), Harold Hislop, David 
Hunt, Janine Jamieson, Tom Jenner, Keith Quinn, Jeremy Russell, Hugh St. Leger 
Parochial Nominators 2023-2026: Rhodanne Heaney, David Hunt, Ruth Gaskin, 
Steven Anderson 
Supplemental Nominators: 2023-2026: Malcolm Hunt, Janine Jamieson, Sylvia 
Hick, Hugh St. Leger 
Diocesan Synodspersons: 2023-2026: Harold Hislop, Hugh St. Leger, Jane Kelly 
Supplemental Synodspersons: 2023-2026:   Gillian Ryan, Lenore Rothwell 
O’Kane. Bruce Burgess 
Authorised to Administer the Chalice: Audrey Champ, Lenore Rothwell O’Kane, 
Harold Hislop, Colin Graham, Mena Ogodo, Jane Kelly, Thomas Jenner, David Hunt, 
Gillian Ryan, Steven Anderson, Dr. Con Power, David Williams 
Organist/Choirmaster:  Aaron Marchant marchantaaron@gmail.com 
Church Flowers: Gillian Ryan gillianstylemama@gmail.com 087 1216445 
Glebewardens: Gerry Pullman, Keith Quinn 
Altar Linen: Nellie Gough 
Sunday School Superintendent: Janine Jamieson Tel: 4061 847 (For children from 
4 yrs) 
Youth Group:  Zoe Mulligan zoemulligan@gmail.com 
Whitechurch National School:  Sarah Richards [Principal] Tel: 4942177 
School P.T.A. 2025-2026: Stefania Lauciello (Chairperson), Zoe Phelan (Deputy 
Chairperson) & (Extra Curricular Activities), Shauna Gowan (Secretary), Etain 
Magennis (Treasurer), Sarah Richards/Judy Brown (Principal/DP), Elaine Murphy 
(Teacher Representative), David O'Donoghue and Sinéad Mc Goran (Board of 
Management Representatives), Jill Moffett (Hockey Representative), Catherine Bell 
(PTA Class Rep Liaison), Niamh Cacciato (Communications) 



� � �����������	
�����	
���������	��������	����
�

������������������������� 	 �
�

Jennifer Donnelly (Purchasing), Jenny Sherwin (May Fete Committee Rep), Shóna 
Browne (Parent Representative) 
  
Board of Management: Reverend David Bowles (Chairperson), Mr David 
O'Donoghue (Honorary Secretary), Ms Sarah Richards (Principal), Mr Geoff Sparling 
(Honorary Treasurer), Ms Judy Brown (Teacher's Nominee), Mr Gerry Pullman 
(Patron's Nominee) 
 
Whitechurch News: Editor: Gail Garry gailegarry@gmail.com 
Healer Prayer Union: Hazel Crawford. Tel: 4946918 
Mothers’ Union: Gillian Butler. Tel: 086 1536901 
Alpha Course: Michael & Rhodanne Heaney. Tel: 086 265 1791 
Bible Reading Notes:  Rhodanne Heaney. Tel: 493 1167 
Whitechurch Cub Scouts: Glen Vince glenvince2010@gmail.com 
Whitechurch Guides: Ruth Hughes. Tel: 087 2959 245 
Whitechurch Brownies: Hazel Furlong. hazelfurlong1@gmail.com  
Badminton: Sylvia Simpson. Tel:  086 364 7746 
Bowling Club: Peter Osman 087 2254463 
C. of I. Gazette: Parish Office. Tel: 493 4972 
Church Review: Karyn Milligan 086 3128286 
Eco congregation Reps: Brian Redmond, Clive Macken, Sandra Stewart-Miller  
Parish Archivist: Leslie McQueston. Tel: 494 3774 
Parish Financial Scheme: Bruce Burgess (Administrator), Judy McCarthy 
(Treasurer/Recorder), Geoffrey Conn (Parish Treasurer), Lenore Rothwell O’Kane, 
Current Churchwardens 
Safeguarding Trust Parish Panel: Rector, Hugh St. Leger, Ruth Hughes, Don 
Lewis 
Old Schools Administration Committee:   
Janine Jamieson [Chairperson] Tel: 086 3175900, Jeremy Russell, Kathleen 
Swanton, Bruce Burgess 
Stables Management Committee: 
Jackie Jolley [Chairperson] Tel: 494 3310, Philip Champ, Tony Sutton 
School Secretary: Laoighse De Burca Tel: 494 2177 (office) 
Parish office Tel/Fax 493 4972 and office@whitechurchparish.com 
Rector’s P.A.  Janet Gillis [Monday - Thursday 9.00am - 1.00pm] 
Parish Website: whitechurchparish.com 
External Resources that use the Old Schools & Stabl es are: 
Whitechurch Day-Care 
[Age Care] Service [under the auspices of the Health Board] 
Supervisor: Isolde De La Cruz 086 0869719 
[Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday] 
Montessori School Enquiries to Abi Acheson Tel. 087 6759599 
  


